
2019 New and Notable Picture Books 

 

 

A House for Everyone  

Jo Hirst 

At lunchtime, 

all of Tom's 

friends gather 

at school to 

work together 

building their 

house. Each 

one of them 

has a special 

job to do, and 

each one of them has a different way of 

expressing their gender identity. Jackson is a 

boy who likes to wear dresses. Ivy is a girl 

who likes her hair cut really short. Alex 

doesn't feel like 'just' a boy, or 'just' a girl. 

They are all the same, they are all different - 

but they are all friends. A very simple story 

that challenges gender stereotypes and 

shows 4 to 8 year olds that it is OK to be 

yourself. An engaging story that is more 

than just an educational tool; this book will 

assist parents and teachers in giving children 

the space to explore the full spectrum of 

gender diversity and will show children the 

many ways they can express their gender in 

a truly positive light. 

 

Anya’s Secret Society 

Yevgenia Nayberg 

In Russia, right-handedness is demanded--it 

is the right way. This cultural expectation 

stifles young Anya's creativity and artistic 

spirit as she draws the world around her in 

secret. 

Hiding away from family, teachers, and 

neighbors, Anya imagines a secret society of 

famous left-handed artists drawing alongside 

her. But once her family emigrates from 

Russia to America, her life becomes less 

clandestine, and she no longer feels she 

needs to conceal a piece of her identity. 

 

 

 

 

Birthday on Mars 

Sara Schonfield 

Mars is our closest neighbor, and a little 

robot named Curiosity is investigating the 

planet for us. Join for a tour of the place this 

rover calls home. Get to know Mars through 

eye-catching 

illustrations of an 

alien landscape and 

the adorable robot 

in charge of 

exploring it all. 

And this rover's 

birthday is a 

perfect time to 

celebrate curiosity. 

 

 

B is for Baby 

Atinuke 

One morning after breakfast, Baby’s big 

brother is getting ready to take the basket of 

bananas all the way to Baba’s bungalow in 

the next village. He’ll have to go along the 

bumpy road, past the baobab trees, birds, 

and butterflies, and all the way over the 

bridge. But what he doesn’t realize is that 

his very cute, very curious baby sibling has 

stowed away on his bicycle. Little ones 

learning about language will love sounding 

out the words in this playful, vibrantly 

illustrated story set in West Africa. 

 

Because  

Mo Willems 

A series of events, some 

seemingly very 

insignificant, lead to a 

young girl attending a life-

changing concert. 

 

Caterpillar and Bean 

Martin Jenkins 

"What's that wedged in a crack in the 

ground, small and hard and wrinkly and 

brown? A bean seed! Soon it develops roots 

and leaves. And what's that on the leaf? An 

egg! The egg hatches a caterpillar, and the 
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caterpillar eats the leaves, getting bigger and 

bigger until it forms a chrysalis. Meanwhile, 

the plant is growing, too: it develops 

flowers, then bean pods, as it reaches up 

toward the sun. Side by side, plant and 

insect grow . . . and grow . . . and grow 

throughout the year, until they come full 

circle" 

 

Chomp: A Shark Romp 

Michael Paul 

Dive in to the depths of the ocean to 

discover different species of sharks in this 

nonfiction picture book with simple text and 

illustrations 

 

Crab Cake 

Andrea Tsurumi 

Under the sea, 

a crab follows 

its heart and 

its calling, 

bringing 

everyone 

together in the 

wake of a 

disaster 

 

Dress Like a Girl 

Patricia Toht 

Explores the concept of dressing "like a 

girl," in which girls dress in space suits, 

police officer uniforms, and laboratory coats 

to prove that girls can be anything they want 

to be. 

 

Give Me Back My Bones 

Kim Norman 

A stormy night at sea has uncovered some 

long-buried secrets and surprises. Is that the 

mast of a shipwreck? A faded pirate hat? 

And what’s that hiding in the sand? A 

mandible and a clavicle, phalanges and 

femurs, a tibia and a fibula — could there be 

a set of bones scattered across the ocean 

floor? And who might they belong to? A 

jaunty rhyme takes readers on an underwater 

scavenger hunt as a comical skeleton tries to 

put itself back together piece by piece. Make 

no bones about it: this rollicking read-aloud 

will have young ones learning anatomy 

without even realizing it. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If I Built A School 

Chris Van Dusen  

If Jack built a school, there would be hover 

desks and pop-up textbooks, skydiving wind 

tunnels and a trampoline basketball court in 

the gym, a robo-chef to serve lunch in the 

cafeteria, field trips to Mars, and a whole lot 

more. The inventive boy who described his 

ideal car and house in previous books is 

dreaming even bigger this time. 

 

Imagine That 

Jonathan D. Voss 

Olive is a little girl with a big, bright 

imagination. Hoot is her stuffed-animal 

owl…and her best friend. The two love 

adventures of all sorts. But on the rainiest of 

days, there is only one thing to do: stay 

inside and imagine a whole new world. 

Just as they’re about to begin their 

adventure, Hoot makes a shocking 

discovery―his imagination is broken! Like 

the best of best friends, Olive comes up with 

some ideas to help him. But nothing is 

working: not the head unscrambler, the 

earmuffs, or the hypnosis. Just as the two are 

about to give up, Olive remembers the secret 

ingredient to imagination, and they give it 

one more try. 
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I used to be Famous 

Tara Luebbe and Becky Cattie 

Kiely's been famous her entire life, but when 

a baby sister appears on the scene, she feels 

like a has-been. Now Kiely has to figure out 

how to gain back the attention of her adoring 

fans (her family), even if it means sharing 

the spotlight. 

 

Koala is Not a Bear 

Kristin L. Gray 

It's Koala's first day at camp, and she thinks 

she's found her place in the Bear Cabin—

until know-it-all Kangaroo comes along and 

tells Koala in no uncertain terms that she 

is not a bear. Koala points out all the ways 

in which she resembles her new friend, 

Grizzly, but Kangaroo just isn't buying it. As 

Koala tries to find her place, alert readers 

will recognize clues about where Koala 

belongs. Using humor and fun illustrations, 

this engaging story will reel kids in and 

leave them with a satisfying ending. 

 

 

Love the Earth 

Julian Lennon 

The final book in the New York Times 

bestselling trilogy, following Touch the 

Earth and Heal the Earth, by Julian Lennon. 

Jump aboard the 

White Feather 

Flier, a magical 

plane that can go 

anywhere on 

Earth! The 

Flier's mission is 

to transport 

readers around 

the world, to 

engage them in helping to save the 

environment, and to teach one and all to 

love our planet. Just press a button printed 

on the page and use your Imagination Power 

to make the Flier glide through the air or 

transform into vehicles that will help those 

in need. An inspiring, lyrical story, rooted in 

Lennon's life and work, Love the Earth is 

filled with beautiful illustrations that bring 

the faraway world closer to young children.  

 

 

Lubna and Pebble 

Wendy Meddour 

Lubna's best friend 

is a pebble. Pebble 

always listens to her 

stories. Pebble 

always smiles when 

she feels scared. But 

when a lost little 

boy arrives in the 

World of Tents, 

Lubna realizes that he needs Pebble even 

more than she does. 

This emotionally stirring and stunningly 

illustrated picture book explores one girl's 

powerful act of friendship in the midst of an 

unknown situation. 

 

Madeline Finn and the Shelter Dog 

Lisa Papp 

Madeline Finn asks her mother for a puppy 

every single day. Finally, Mom says yes, 

and Madeline Finn chooses Star, one of the 

puppies born to Mrs. Dimple’s dog Bonnie. 

Then Mrs. Dimple tells Madeline Finn about 

animal shelters―a place many other pets 

come from. After a visit to their local 

shelter, Madeline Finn has some questions. 

Does anyone play with the shelter dogs, or 

snuggle with them, or read to them? 

Questions lead to answers, and ideas, and 

soon Madeline Finn and her human and 

animal community discover that there are 

lots of ways for small people to make a big 

difference. 

Author-illustrator Lisa Papp offers a 

heartwarming exploration of life in an 

animal shelter in this inspiring and 

endearing book for young readers eager to 

help their communities. 
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Mary Wears What She Wants 

Keith Negley 

Once upon a time (but not that long ago), 

girls only wore dresses. And only boys wore 

pants. 

Until one day, a young girl named Mary had 

an idea: She would wear whatever she 

wanted. And she wanted to wear pants! 

This bold, original 

picture book 

encourages 

readers to think 

for themselves 

while gently 

challenging 

gender and 

societal norms. 

 

Mighty Reader and the Big Freeze 

Will Hillenbrand 

It's Hugo's first day of school, and the shy 

beagle pup is eager to make friends. But 

when the teacher asks his new buddy 

Barkley to read an unfamiliar book, the 

young dog freezes. Only Mighty Reader can 

save the day by giving Barkley some tricks 

to get through the new story, and the 

confidence to put on a performance that will 

impress everyone--even a visiting author. 

This fun comic book style picture book is 

packed with advice for new readers on 

honing their skills, plus a glimpse at author 

Will Hillenbrand's creative process. 

 

My Grandma and Me 

Mina Javaherbin 

While Mina is growing up in Iran, the center 

of her world is her grandmother. Whether 

visiting friends next door, going to the 

mosque for midnight prayers during 

Ramadan, or taking an imaginary trip 

around the planets, Mina and her grandma 

are never far apart. At once deeply personal 

and utterly universal, Mina Javaherbin’s 

words make up a love letter of the rarest 

sort: the kind that shares a bit of its warmth 

with every reader. Soft, colorful, and full of 

intricate patterns, Lindsey Yankey’s 

illustrations feel like a personal invitation 

into the coziest home, and the adoration 

between Mina and her grandma is evident 

on every page. 

 

My Hair is A Garden 

Cozbi A. Cabrera 

After a day of being taunted by classmates 

about her unruly hair, Mackenzie can’t take 

any more and she seeks guidance from her 

wise and comforting neighbor, Miss Tillie. 

Using the beautiful garden in the backyard 

as a metaphor, Miss Tillie shows Mackenzie 

that maintaining healthy hair is not a chore 

nor is it something to fear. Most 

importantly, Mackenzie learns that natural 

black hair is beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Papi Has a Motorcycle 

Isabel Quintero 

When Daisy Ramona zooms around her 

neighborhood with her papi on his 

motorcycle, she sees the people and places 

she's always known. She also sees a 

community that is rapidly changing around 

her. 

But as the sun sets purple-blue-gold behind 

Daisy Ramona and her papi, she knows that 

the love she feels will always be there. 

With vivid illustrations and text bursting 

with heart, My Papi Has a Motorcycle is a 

young girl's love letter to her hardworking 

dad and to memories of home that we hold 

close in the midst of change. 
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My Tiny Pet 

Jessie Hartland 

Living in a tiny 

house has one 

huge drawback--

no space for 

pets. So when a 

little girl's 

parents announce that it's time for the family 

to simplify, downsizing from a huge home 

in the city to a tiny house in the woods, it's 

quite a blow--after all, she's grown quite 

fond of her pet poodles, cats, tarantula, 

snake, hedgehogs, mice, birds, fish, octopus, 

rabbits, pony, pig, and turtles. Fortunately, 

she finds them all good homes, and she has 

to admit that she enjoys her new simpler 

life.  

There's just one thing: She still really wants 

just one pet. At first the answer is no. But 

using a little scientific savvy, she finds one 

that could be just the right fit--how could 

anyone turn down a pet smaller than an ant's 

eye that doesn't need special food or toys or 

walking, and will always be small enough to 

squeeze into their home, no matter how 

much they downsize? 

 

 

Not Quite Snow White 

Ashley Franklin 

Tameika is a girl who 

belongs on the stage. 

She loves to act, sing, 

and dance—and she’s 

pretty good at it, too. So 

when her school 

announces their Snow 

White musical, Tameika 

auditions for the lead princess role. 

But the other kids think she’s “not quite” 

right to play the role. 

They whisper, they snicker, and they glare. 

Will Tameika let their harsh words be her 

final curtain call? 

Not Quite Snow White is a delightful and 

inspiring picture book that highlights the 

importance of self-confidence while taking 

an earnest look at what happens when that 

confidence is shaken or lost. Tameika 

encourages us all to let our magic shine. 

 

Now What? A Math Tale 

Robie H. Harris 

Puppy wants to build a bed out of blocks, 

one that is wide enough and long enough for 

a snooze. But there aren’t enough rectangles, 

squares, and triangles. NOW WHAT? Build, 

measure, count, compare! Follow along as 

Puppy tries again and again and again and 

finally figures out how blocks of different 

shapes and sizes can fit together to build a 

bed that’s just the right size for a nap. 

 

Phoenix Goes to School 

Michelle Finch 

With words of encouragement from her 

Mom, Phoenix is preparing for her first day 

of school. She is excited but scared of being 

bullied because of her gender identity and 

expression. Yet when she arrives at school 

she finds help and support from teachers and 

friends, and finds she is brave enough to talk 

to other kids about her gender! 

This is an empowering and brightly-

illustrated children's book for children aged 

3+ to help children engage with gender 

identity in a fun, uplifting way. It supports 

trans children who are worried about being 

bullied or misunderstood. 

 

 

Raise Your Hand 

Alice Paul Tapper 

When Alice Tapper noticed that the girls in 

her class weren't participating as much as 

the boys, she knew she had to do something 

about it. With help from her Girl Scout troop 

and her parents, she came up with a patch 

that other girls could earn if they took a 

pledge to be more confident in school. Alice 

even wrote an op-ed about the experience 

for the New York Times! Inspired by that 

piece, this picture book illustrates her 

determination, bravery, and unwillingness to 

accept the status quo. With Marta Kissi's 



2019 New and Notable Picture Books 

 

delightful 

illustrations 

depicting 

Alice's story, 

young readers 

everywhere will 

want to follow 

Alice's lead and 

raise their hand! 

 

Rosie’s Glasses  

Dave Whamond 

In this wordless picture book, Rosie wakes 

up in a monochrome world, with a dark 

cloud over her head. As she plods through 

her miserable, gray day, the cloud follows. 

Mishaps and mayhem thwart her every 

move, irritating noises assault her --- and the 

pouring rain makes everything worse. But 

then, on her way home from school, Rosie 

finds a pair of strange glasses. When she 

puts them on, her world transforms into 

vivid, joyful color. All of a sudden, she can 

see the beauty and fun in everything around 

her --- and her dark cloud has disappeared. 

Are the glasses magic? Or could it be that 

changing how we look at the world can 

change the way we experience it? 

 

Small World 

Ishta Mercurio 

When Nanda is born, the whole of her world 

is the circle of her mother’s arms. But as she 

grows, the world grows too. It expands 

outward—from her family, to her friends, to 

the city, to the countryside. And as it 

expands, so does Nanda’s wonder in the 

underlying shapes and structures patterning 

it: cogs and wheels, fractals in snowflakes. 

Eventually, Nanda’s studies lead her to 

become an astronaut and see the small, 

round shape of Earth far away. A geometric 

meditation on wonder, Small World is a 

modern classic that expresses our big and 

small place in the vast universe.  

 

 

 

Tallulah the Tooth Fairy 

Dr. Tamara Pizzoli 

Hilarious and smart, Tallulah the Tooth 

Fairy CEO is a modern take on the classic 

tooth fairy story by Tamara Pizzoli with 

illustrations by Federico Fabiani that is 

perfect for powerful little leaders ready to 

take on the world―one tooth at a time. 

Meet Tallulah. She’s the Tooth Fairy CEO. 

Tallulah knows practically everything about 

being a tooth fairy. How to collect teeth. 

Dispense money. Train other fairies. And 

it’s all in the Teeth Titans Incorporated 

Employee Manual. 

But when something happens that’s not 

covered in the manual, what's a fairy to do? 

 

 

The Someone New 

Jill Twiss 

Jitterbug the chipmunk likes it when things 

stay the same. So when one day Pudding the 

snail comes into her woods, Jitterbug 

worries that everything will be different. 

What if Pudding spoils everything? What if 

there’s no more 

room for Jitterbug? 

With the help of her 

friends, can Jitterbug 

welcome the 

newcomer and learn 

that kindness is 

stronger than fear? 

 

The Very Impatient Caterpillar 

Ross Burach 

Ross Burach's hilarious, tongue-in-cheek 

exploration of metamorphosis will make you 

flutter with glee, while also providing real 

facts about how caterpillars transform into 

butterflies. 

 

 

There are No Bears in This Bakery 

Julia Sarcone-Roach 

A tough gumshoe of a cat--the name's 

Muffin--protects his territory: The Little 

Bear Bakery. But there are no bears here. 
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Not on Muffin's watch. 

 

One night, Muffin hears a suspicious noise. 

Mouse? Raccoon? Bat? Nope, not the usual 

suspects. But Muffin hears . . . growling. 

Could it be? Yup. A bear. Just a cub. Whose 

stomach is definitely growling. Muffin's got 

this case solved--clearly this bear needs 

some donuts. 

In this wonderfully noir-tinged tale, Julia 

Sarcone-Roach gives us another funny story 

of a hungry bear in the wrong place at the 

right time. This tale is sly and sweet, with 

sprinkles on top. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under My Hijab 

Hena Khan 

Grandma wears it clasped under her chin. 

Aunty pins hers up with a beautiful brooch. 

Jenna puts it under a sun hat when she hikes. 

Zara styles hers to match her outfit. As a 

young girl observes six very different 

women in her life who each wear the hijab 

in a unique way, she also dreams of the rich 

possibilities of her own future, and how she 

will express her own personality through her 

hijab. Written in sprightly rhyme and 

illustrated by a talented newcomer, Under 

My Hijab honors the diverse lives of 

contemporary Muslim women and girls, 

their love for each other, and their pride in 

their culture and faith. 

 

What If Everybody Thought That? 

Ellen Javernick  

If you see someone in a wheelchair, you 

might think he or she couldn’t compete in a 

race. But…you might be wrong. What if you 

see a child with no hair? Do you think she is 

embarrassed all the time? How about a kid 

who has a really hard time reading? Do you 

think that means he’s not smart? You might 

think so. But…you might be wrong. 

With clear prose and lighthearted artwork, 

this companion book to the bestseller What 

If Everybody Did That? explores the 

preconceived notions we have about the 

world and encourages kids to be more 

thoughtful. 

 

 

When You Are Brave 

Pat Zietlow Miller 

Saying goodbye to neighbors. Worrying 

about new friends. Passing through a big 

city. Seeing a dark road ahead. In these 

moments, a young girl feels small and quiet 

and alone. But when she breathes deeply and 

looks inside herself, a hidden spark of 

courage appears, one she can nurture and 

grow until she glows inside and out. 

 

 

 


